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ELQQR DEBATE

CLERK: Mr. President, a n e w  resolution, L R  330 b y  Senator
Vrtiska. It's a study re s o l u t i o n  that will be r e f e r r e d  to the 
board. That ' s  all t hat I have.

S P E AKER KRISTENSEN: Th a n k  you. W e ' r e  n o w  b a c k  to d e b a t i n g  the
r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  m o t i o n  filed b y  S e nator Chambers. Senator 
Vrtiska.

SENATOR VRTISKA: T h a n k  you, Mr. Speaker. I h a d  t u r n e d  on my
light b e c a u s e  I h a d  a couple of q u e s t i o n s  to as k  to Senator 
Chambers, he's no t  h e r e  so I'll just pass and t u r n  m y  light on 
maybe for later. T h a n k  you.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: S e nator Chambers. S e n a t o r  Brashear.
Senator Wickersham.

S E N ATOR WICKERSHAM: Mr. President, I rise to opp o s e  the motion
to reconsider, d e s p i t e  the ad v o c a c y  that I k n o w  t h a t  Senator 
Chambers w i l l  b r i n g  t o  that issue. W e  h a v e  m a d e  decisions, and 
I think t h a t  it is n o w  time t o  m o v e  on to th e  fou r t h  p a r t  of the 
d i v i d e d  c o m m i t t e e  amendment. An d  in m a n y  r espects I t h i n k  that 
the d i s c u s s i o n  of th e  four t h  part, w h i c h  is th e  p art that 
concerns b r o a d e n i n g  of th e  sales tax, m a y  b e  e v e n  m o r e  lively 
and e n l i g h t e n i n g  t h a n  the d i s c u s s i o n  w e ' v e  h a d  o n  cigarette 
taxes. At least I w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  h o p e  so. S e n a t o r  Brashear 
w ants to m a k e  the argument, and it's an a r g u m e n t  w h i c h  in 
princ i p l e  I agree with, that b r o a d e n i n g  of th e  sales ta x  base is 
i mportant to a general res t r u c t u r i n g  or r e a l i g n m e n t  of our total 
ta x  system. We have, over time, s u b s t a n t i a l l y  n a r r o w e d  the 
sales ta x  base in Nebraska. We h a v e  never, as o t h e r  states have 
done, ex t e n d e d  it e ven m i l d l y  a g g r e s s i v e l y  to services. We lag
other states in that respect. No t  only d o  w e  lag in terms of
co n f o r m i t y  w i t h  our n e i g h b o r i n g  states in that respect, b ut it
also creates diffic u l t i e s  for us in terms of g r o w t h  in our tax
base. Because, as w e  h a v e  n a r r o w e d  our t ax base, we h a v e  had to 
ma i n t a i n  a rate that is a little b i t  high e r  than, perhaps, we 
w o u l d  be comf o r t a b l e  w i t h  in comp e t i t i o n  w i t h  neig h b o r i n g  
states. B ut  t hat ia th e  result, as is always t h e  case, of 
hav i n g  a n a r r o w  base. W h e n  yo u  h a v e  a n a r r o w  b a s e  yo u  tend to 
h ave a h i g h  rate, or higher rate at any rate, to r a i s e  the same 
amount of dollars. Senator Bra s h e a r  w i s h e s  to s u g gest to us


